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The Allegory of the Cave

RIVER ART GALLERY is going to present Ray Han's first solo exhibition, "The Allegory of the Cave,"
unveiling the myriad stories accumulated by the artist through his life experiences and insights
into the creative process. While endeavoring to dissect the self, the exhibition also engages in
dialogue with the contemporary environment, fostering profound resonance. Bringing together
the essence of Ray Han's work since its inception, the exhibition alludes to the responsibility
borne by the artist through Plato's "Allegory of the Cave." Additionally, it explores discussions on
environmental care, animal welfare, and hometown nostalgia, thereby igniting conversations on
human consciousness and coexistence with other species.

"The Allegory of the Cave" originates from a passage in Plato's "Republic," Book VII, envisioned
as an allegorical story based on the conversation between Socrates and Glaucon. Art derives
from life and is closely related to philosophy, and "The Allegory of the Cave" also resonates with
the essence of an artist. This piece is often used to explain the process of "becoming a
philosopher (the pursuit of goodness)" and is frequently discussed by educators.

This exhibition is located on the second floor of the gallery, integrating the existing structure of
the space. Starting from the staircase passage, there are hints of entering the cave. Beginning
from the first exhibition area, "Inside the Cave," it embarks from the primal existence, using
elements close to people's daily lives and emotionally charged brushstrokes to take viewers to
their most primal state. Then, passing through the atrium formed by bright light symbolizing the
"awareness" process of stepping out of the cave. Afterwards, carrying the mission and
responsibility, returning to the cave to enter the final area, which also explores the subtle
relationship between visual arts and human daily life through works combining with everyday
crafts. Finally, leaving the cave with different mental states, reflecting on and integrating oneself
the viewers can trigger more feelings and engage in empathy with the artist.

Ray Han sees "stepping out of the cave to see the sunlight" as an enlightenment or liberation
process, breaking through barriers after awareness, and not content with being self-sufficient
but once again returning to the inner world of the cave. Through continuous creation to express
his ideas, he reveals the relationship between the artist and society. People can also see in his
works the urgent feelings of longing for home and caring for nature, as well as the rich spiritual
essence of animals in his eyes. Through "The Allegory of the Cave" as the foundation, viewers
are invited to contemplate humanity's attitude towards various species after gaining awareness,
and engage in spiritual communication with their own inner animal nature. It is a healing
journey of self-reliance, benevolence while being close to life.






BESE Ray Han
/E+-1 House-1, 2022
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Mixed Media on Linen
100 x 70 cm



BESE Ray Han
SEIHFIH Black Cat and Bowl, 2023
B WM IR

Mixed Media on Linen
116.5x91 cm









BESE Ray Han

2% Black Cat, 2023
EEEM It
Mixed Media on Linen
65x 53 cm



BESE Ray Han

B H BB EEt Sun, Star, Moon in the Bird, 2023
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Mixed Media on Linen

65x 53 cm



BESE Ray Han
B 457955 2 Sitting Horse 2, 2023
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Mixed Media on Linen
65x 53 cm
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BESE Ray Han

IEF 552 A9 54 Grooming the Fur, 2023
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Mixed Media on Linen

91x72.5cm
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BESE Ray Han
SEJH 125 B Black Cat and Drapes, 2023
EEEM It

Mixed Media on Linen
116.5x91 cm
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BESE Ray Han

S JE7% 18 25 Wings Across the Grasslands, 2023
EEEM It

Mixed Media on Linen

65 x53 cm
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BESE Ray Han

A E A9 15 White Bat, 2023

EEEM It

Mixed Media on Linen

65 x 53 cm (Image) / L71 x D26.5 x H83.5 cm (Framed)
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BESE Ray Han
A 173 People and Black Cat, 2022
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Mixed Media on Linen
100 x 80 cm
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BESE Ray Han

%25 Moonbird with Stars, 2023
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Mixed Media on Linen

65x 53 cm
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BESE Ray Han
FEHE Flying Swallow, 2023
B WM IR

Mixed Media on Linen
65x 53 cm
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BESE Ray Han

—& 55 A Horse, 2023
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Mixed Media on Linen

91 x 72.5 cm (Image) / L100 x D60 x H149 cm (Framed)
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BESE Ray Han

B/ 45595 Sitting Horse, 2023

EEEM It

Mixed Media on Linen

91 x 72.5 cm (Image) / L89.5 x D24.5 x H108.5 cm (Framed)

22



23



24



BESE Ray Han
Z 1 Home 1,2022
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Mixed Media on Linen
91x72.5cm
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BESE Ray Han

FIEEHI %8 White Fish, 2023
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Mixed Media on Linen
65x 53 cm
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BESE Ray Han

8 East, 2023
EEEM It
Mixed Media on Linen
65x 53 cm

27



BESE Ray Han

BRE Feeding babies, 2023
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Mixed Media on Linen
65x 53 cm
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525 & Ray Han
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Ray Han was born in 1995 in Hualien, Taiwan. His profound passion for art
stems from a combination of aesthetic education during his academic
years and an innate drive. Specializing in geometric abstraction of
individual objects, the artist skillfully blends different mediums with a
simple yet playful touch. He infuses his works with a rich vitality by
employing hazy colors and rustic lines, creating an intriguing and subtly
mysterious atmosphere. The texture resembling skin and the speckled
imprint effects in the background of his works inevitably evoke thoughts
of primitive cave paintings or the totemic tones found on ancient pottery.
Ray Han focuses on listening to his own voice, navigating the delicate
balance between the rebellious extremes of contemporary art and
tradition. Through his work, he endeavors to reveal the convergence and
fluidity that exist at the extremes of the artistic spectrum, exploring the
vast possibilities within.
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RIVER ART GALLERY was established in Taichung, Taiwan in 1998, initially discovering renowned Taiwanese artists
LI Chen and HUNG Yi. In 2021, the gallery underwent a rebrand, reemerging as a contemporary art space that is
not limited by any specific theme, form, or medium. It focuses on a long-term representation of domestic and
international artists with high potential and unique style, simultaneously prompting for cross-border brand
collaborations to increase visibility of the artists. It also provides the exchange, appreciation, and consultation
services for contemporary artworks by famous artists, aiming to satisfy the various tastes and needs of different
collectors with diverse and abundant artworks as well as professional and exquisite consulting services.

In the future, RIVER ART GALLERY plans to promote social aesthetics education through curating and hosting
contemporary art exhibitions, striving to enhance the public’s artistic tastes, self-reflection, and communal
contribution abilities. The ultimate goal is to create an art exchange platform that appeals to and encompasses
the market, academia, and education. In addition, the gallery will actively participate in domestic and
international art fairs to enhance its connections and interactions with contemporary art in different countries,
with a hope of establishing itself as an international gallery brand with a broad vision and influence!
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